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WK67 Assignment
Assignment 1
The two case studies I choose from “The Mask of Sanity” include (9) George and (13) Jack. George is known to have delinquent traits at an early age; hence, he has more unacceptable behaviors against social morals and standards. He did not have any plans to create and fulfill any long-term or short-term goals in his life, with him being 33 years of age. His traits are being a pathological liar and participating in dangerous or risky behaviors that get him in trouble with other people. He is also a leach and manipulator since he benefits from people's aids, which he uses in his substance abuse and getting quick cash from individuals. George also does not show remorse according to his actions on other people; thus, he is not sympathetic or empathetic in any situation. George's behaviors are antisocial personality behavior, which includes a lack of responsibility or accountability for his actions and his disregard for other people's feelings. He is also responsible for manipulating others around him to satisfy his needs. Besides, he has been diagnosed with a psychopathic personality disorder and charged by the justice system for being an offender (Cleckley, 1988). Therefore, George exhibits several major traits in Hare’s Psychopathy Check List (PCL-R). Hence, I would give him a score of 32/40 since his information matches his psychopathy diagnosis (Hare, 1980)
As for Jack, his case is similar to George’s since he shows the same psychopathic traits. These traits include being stimulated by dangerous activities such as substance abuse, being a pathological liar and manipulating individuals around him for his benefit (Cleckley, 1988). He does not have the ability to control his emotions and behaviors, which leads to a lack of long-term relationships with other people. He participates in criminal activities and is irresponsible. Hence, I would give him a score of 30/40 since he shares most of the traits as George (Hare, 1980).
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Assignment 2
The primary offender demonstrates features of an undisciplined psychopath because of his antisocial traits or behaviors. Those behaviors include being an offender of the law by participating in the robbery, burglary, numerous drug charges and assault, where he shot a store manager. He also cannot hold long-term relationships either at his job or with other people even though he seems charming and a nice guy at first. He manipulates other individuals for his selfish needs, and he is physically and verbally abusive in any relationship he has been with other individuals. Notably, he is aggressive, temperament, irresponsible and lacks remorse for his victims. This shows that he is an undisciplined psychopath. 
People with narcissistic personality disorder have very different behaviors or traits than Paul, who is a psychopath. Narcissistic individuals insist on being the best in everything they do, look down on people who do little than them, exaggerate talents and achievements, have a sense of excessive admiration and entitlement, they exaggerate their self-importance and they are preoccupied with images or fantasies about a perfect mate, brilliance, beauty, power or success (Bilotta et al., 2018). On the other hand, Paul's behaviors or traits are the opposite of narcissistic individuals because Paul is irresponsible and does not see their self-importance. He is also a criminal offender due to substance abuse, burglary, assault and robbery; he is irresponsible since he cannot hold a job or a relationship. However, both Paul and narcissistic individuals have certain common traits, such as being manipulative and not caring about other people's feelings due to their actions.  
Forensic psychology professionals can have challenges while working with an individual with antisocial behaviors or psychopathy. The first challenge is time-consuming since most individuals with antisocial or psychopathic behavior tend to return to practicing behaviors that lead to criminal offenses (Ling & Raine, 2018). Secondly, treatment for the offenders is difficult because most individuals do not want to cooperate with their psychologists on how they could manage their behaviors for their benefit.
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Assignment 3
Susan's features of borderline behaviors include instability, intense fear of abandonment, and excessive anger and mood swings. These features are shown through the obsession Susan had on Ken when they met and became intimate with each other. Her feelings were heightened, and she felt she could not live without Ken. However, after Ken pushed her away, she started to have excessive anger issues, which led her to insult and threaten Ken for using and leaving her. She also had a mood change where she apologizes to Ken for the things she had said and done to him like stalking and insulting him verbally by calling him demeaning names. She also has a fear of abandonment, which explains how she fell in love with Ken on the first day.
Splitting into people with borderline personality disorder tends to characterize other people, themselves, or objects as either right or wrong (Fertuck et al., 2018). Hence, Susan felt that Ken was good and the man she has been looking for all her life. She experienced splitting because she wanted to shield herself from the people who betrayed or abandoned her and saw that Ken would be there for her when she needed him. Hence, the splitting concept happened when she was abandoned with Ken, making her experience the bad hat she was trying not to be related to, which includes abandonment. Empathy plays an essential role in splitting when people around individuals with borderline personality disorder understand their triggers. Hence, this could help other people be careful not to trigger or manage the behaviors or emotions of individuals with borderline personality disorder. 
Forensic psychology professionals can have difficulty getting through to an individual with a borderline personality disorder because they do not trust quickly, especially if they feel like one has ill intentions towards them (Chapman & Ivanoff, 2018). Also, individuals with borderline personality disorders experience frequent outbursts that even forensic psychologist could not handle. Hence, making it difficult for them to work on their cases properly. 
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Assignment 4
The types of crimes have evolved according to the sentences and laws that govern the crimes committed by offenders. Currently, crimes are committed mostly by people who have psychological disorders, and they end up getting fewer sentences or let off with a warning. Hence, many crime offenders are diagnosed with psychological disorders such as antisocial personality disorder or psychopathy, leading to them committing crimes. 
I believe that sentencing offenders should depend on the depravity of their crimes. This is because even though most offenders who are caught and charged with criminal offenses are considered to have psychological disorders, leading to their sentences lessened or let off to a psychiatric facility for treatment. Hence, the victims of the criminal offenses done by the mentioned offenders do not feel at peace by the decision made by the court in such cases. Thus, sentencing offenders should depend on the type of crime that is committed with the offender. If they have psychological issues, then they can be offered psychological help while imprisoned by forensic psychologists.
Lack of clarifications from criminal justice about sentencing law is one of the problems in collecting the research findings. Most criminal justice systems or courts do not clarify the sentencing laws; hence, they may give incorrect information about the sentencing laws to criminal offenders with psychological issues versus healthy individuals. Also, there are implications for the research, which could lead to more problems or challenges to the researchers (Welner, 2013). Most individuals in the criminal justice systems are not clearly defined; hence, collecting such findings can lead to putting out wrong information about sentencing laws and how courts handle certain cases that result in making their decisions.
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